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 Khawla Al Tury
is co-director of the shared society initiative at the AJEEC Negev Institute and 

facilitates the East Negev’s women’s leadership forum. She worked leading groups 

in various frameworks, including mixed groups of youth in the AJEEC-Israel Scouts 

joint program, groups of Jewish and Arab teachers, and also student groups in the 

Rothschild Ambassadors leadership program at Sapir College. She holds a bachelor’s 

degree in health systems management and is a master’s student in gender studies at 

Tel Aviv University. Originally from Lod, she now lives in Rahat. She is married and the 

mother of two girls. 

Munir Abu Arar 
is a social worker and social entrepreneur advancing education, welfare, employment, 

and Jewish-Arab dialogue. He serves as the director of the welfare department of the 

Kuseife municipality. He previously led professional training for the Rayan employment 

center network. He is a co-founder and member of the board of directors of Standing 

Together. He holds a bachelor's degree in social work and a master's degree in policy 

and public administration from Ben-Gurion University of the Negev and is a graduate 

of the flagship leadership training program of the Israel Association of Community 

Centers. He lives in Ar'ara BaNegev and is the father of six children
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Steven Blonorovich 
is the marketing director at the Fund for Innovative Education, as well as an author 

and lecturer. He comes from the informal education field, where he specialized in 

closing socioeconomic gaps and dealing with complicated circumstances. Over the 

last decade, he has held key leadership positions in social-educational institutions, 

such as area leadership director for Israel Scouts, marking and alumni director of Amit 

La’Derech, and national activities director at Hoshen. He wrote the LGBT romance 

novel Dog, Bear, and Soda (Niv Books, 2021). He holds a master’s degree in educational 

administration and policy from Tel Aviv University and a bachelor’s degree in education 

and arts from the Open University. He lives on the border of Ramat Gan and Bnei Brak. 

Avi Asaban
is the founder and CEO of DNAidea, a management consulting company that specializes 

in the public sector, and co-founder of the worKits initiative, a digital platform for 

acquiring job skills. He founded the VESPA model for public initiatives. He is in active 

reserve service as a organizational and strategic consultant in the IDF Northern 

Command and a facilitator at the IDF Dado Center for Interdisciplinary Military 

Studies. Previously, he served as the founding CEO of the Civil Society Forum (a public 

benefit corporation), the deputy director of the Jewish Statesmanship Center, the 

director of collaborative processes at Sheatufim, and the supervisor of strategy and 

marketing at the Ministry of the Economy’s headquarters for regional development. 

He holds a master’s degree in public policy and a bachelor’s degree in political science 

and education from Hebrew University. He is married to Ronit and the father of four. 

He lives in Pardes Hanna-Karkur. 
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Alon Elharar
is an attorney, legal advisor to the President of the National Labor Court, and researcher. 

He is also the director of the Jerusalem district at the Chai Bahem organization, which 

operates a Torah and legal research institute. He clerked in the Office of the State 

Attorney.  He previously served as a research assistant and teaching assistant at Ono 

Academic College. An ordained community rabbi, he is completing a master’s degree 

in law in the “Law and Other Languages” program. He holds a bachelor’s degree in 

law and is studying for an additional bachelor’s degree in philosophy, political science, 

and economics at the Open University. He is married and the father of two. He lives in 

Jerusalem. 

 Michael Gnassia
is a senior advisor to the Labor Minister and supervises the National Insurance Institute 

of Israel. Previously he led field work in the Haredi sector for the ELEM organization. He 

led the Nachshon program for Haredi career development at Jerusalem’s Young Adult 

Center. He founded and led the Askola program to support undergraduate education 

for Haredi educators who are teaching core subjects. He had a meaningful part in 

writing the founding documents for the Haredi Youth Center and founded and led 

its career development field. He is an active participant in various forums advancing 

connections across societal divisions. He holds a bachelor’s degree in education from 

Herzog College. He is an alumnus of the Mandel Haredi Leadership Program and of the 

Maoz Ashmurat Program. He has also learned in various Torah institutions in Israel 

and the United States, including the Beth Medrash Govoa of Lakewood, Bais Medrash 

of Central Jersey, and the Shehebar Sephardic Center kollel. He is married and the 

father of four. He lives in Kiryat Ye’arim. 
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Raefa Hakroush 
is the national field manager at the Children and Youth Out-of-Home Placement 

Commission in the Welfare Ministry. She is a couple’s and family therapist and group 

facilitator. She is a social activist in the field of interreligous diagogue, including as a 

member of the shared community-building group at the Leo Baeck Education Center 

in Haifa. She previously worked in various positions in the social work field, including 

senior juvenile officer and area supervisor in the Welfare Ministry. She developed 

projects in the Arab sector to empower women and youth and integrate them into the 

workforce. She holds a master’s degree in criminology and a bachelor’s degree in social 

work. She is the mother of two and lives in Haifa. 

Muhamad Halil 
heads the community center in Bi’ina through the Israel Association of Community 

Centers. Previously he led shared society initiatives at Shatil, where he worked in 

project development and inter-organization networking. He also led the network of 

Yeadim centers for youth and community in Arab and Jewish society for the Rashi 

Foundation, in partnership with local authorities and government ministries. He 

holds a master’s degree in public administration from Haifa University and a bachelor’s 

degree in informal education and history from Beit Berl College. He is an alumnus of 

the Mandel program for educational leadership. He is married and the father of three. 

He lives in Bi’ina. 
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Rotem Kama 
is field director at Teach First Israel. He leads learning and development for an 

intensive TFI training course for academics becoming teachers in the social 

periphery, with the goal of showing every child that they can choose their future 

without regard to where they come from. He worked as an educator and teacher at 

the democratic Kehila school and led a number of educational programs in Israel 

and the UK. He holds a master’s degree with honors in curriculum development, 

pedagogy, and assessment from University College London. For his thesis, he 

researched dual-language schools in Israel and sought to examine the way in 

which relationships produce, reproduce, or undermine social inequality. He lives 

in Tel Aviv. 

Shoshana Teitelbaum
is a psychologist specializing in rehabilitation at the National Institute of 

Neuropsychological Rehabilitation. She serves as an emotional and cognitive therapist 

and group facilitator. Previously she was a children’s therapist at Hadassah Medical 

Center. She holds master’s and bachelor’s degrees in psychology from Ariel University 

and the Open University. She is an alumna of the Mandel Haredi leadership program. 

Her capstone project dealt with education for successful marriage and preventing 

religious and spiritual violence. She is married and the mother of three. She lives in 

Jerusalem. 
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 Michal Kohn Orovano
 is the coordinator of the Gishurim program to advance community dialogue in mixed

 cities and in shared life spaces at the Mosaica organization. She works with local

 authorities to establish the infrastructure to help establish dialogue in emergencies

 and routine times, to provide an answer to various conflicts in the public space, and to

 prevent violent incidents. She worked for many years at Gesher, advancing meetings

 and dialogue between different Jewish communities. She holds a bachelor’s degree

 in education and sociology-anthropology from Hebrew University. She is completing

 a master’s degree in conflict management and resolution at Bar Ilan University. She

.is married and lives in Jerusalem

Merav Lemberger 
serves as a legal advisor at the National Labor Court. She clerked in the legal office 

of the National Security Council. Before that, she was an analyst in the governance 

and social affairs division of the Prime Minister’s Office and a research assistant at 

the Shalom Hartman Institute. She is one of the founders of the Reservists’ Wives’ 

Forum, established during the Iron Swords War. She holds master’s (“Law and Other 

Languages” program) and bachelor’s degrees in law from Hebrew University and a 

bachelor’s degree in humanities, philosophy, and Jewish philosophy from Shalem 

College. She is married and the mother of three. She lives in Jerusalem. 
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Sharon Michaeli Ramon 
is an educator and activist who works in reality-based learning. She is the principal of 

the Tel Aviv School for Nature, Environment, and Society.  She previously headed the “All 

of Us Together” Jewish-Arab elementary school in Jaffa. She has worked on guidance 

and team development, in emergency preparedness, and in global humanitarian 

assistance. She is an expert in emergency situations, societal resilience, and resilience 

in learning. As a lieutenant colonel (res.) in the IDF Homefront Command, she serves 

as the population field commander for the Tel Aviv region. Originally from Haifa, 

today she lives in Ramat Gan with her partner, two children, and a few pets. 

Yitzhak Mor 
is a doctoral candidate in religious studies at Hebrew University and a Rotenstreich 

scholar at the Mandel School for Advanced Studies. Yitzhak also serves as secretary of 

the Hebrew University Center for the Study of Christianity. Previously, he was among 

the founders of Hashiloach, an Israeli journal for thought and policy, and wrote content 

for the President of Israel. He served as a parliamentary advisor in the Knesset and 

worked as a business intelligence analyst. He holds a bachelor’s degree in philosophy, 

political science, and economics and a master’s degree in religious studies from Hebrew 

University. He is married and the father of three. He lives in Jerusalem. 
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Esti Ohana 
is a prosecutor in the Supreme Court department in the Office of the State Attorney. 

She previously clerked for Supreme Court Judge Isaac Amit. Earlier, Esti was an 

educator and worked as a music teacher in various educational frameworks. She holds 

two master’s degrees in law, one of which in the “Law and Other Languages” program, 

from Hebrew University, a bachelor’s degree in law from Ono Academic College (haredi 

women’s track), as well as a bachelor’s degree in music education. She is married to a 

rosh kollel and mother of two pairs of twins. She lives in Jerusalem.  

Gilad Rubinstein 
heads the Judaism, Society, and State program at the Manor Center, where he deals 

with the formulation of a worldview for Israeli centrism and leads policy research. 

He has a range of experience in the fields of education, research, and public policy 

and in working with government, academia, and societal stakeholders. Previously 

he served as head of the education and academia division at the Zalman Shazar 

Center, where he led various initiatives in Israel and abroad. In addition, he led a 

program for young intellectual leadership at the Van Leer Institute and taught at 

Hebrew University and in many other frameworks. He holds a master’s degree in 

Jewish history and contemporary Judaism and a bachelor’s degree in psychology 

and history, both with honors from Hebrew University. He is an alumnus of the 

Mandel School for Advanced Study in the Humanities. He is married and the father 

of two. He lives in Jerusalem. 


